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Chapter Seven: Dissolution of the Legion

50. In the event that twitrirds of the National General Assembly moves &salive
the Legion of Little Souls,nlc. (U.S. National Center), the national presi
shall inform the International Central Council ahé Bishop of Peoria of sucl
vote. The Legion of Little Souls, Inc. shall besgstilved with the pric
notification of the International Central Council.

51. The Bishop of Liége can dissolve a diocesan oronati group after havir
listened to the advice of the International Cen@auncil of the association a
with the written consent respectively of the di@esishop or the Conference
Bishops concered. The dissolution must be made in writing te Nationa
Central Council, providing just cause for such atioa.

52. At the time of the dissolution of the U.S. Lagiof Little Souls, the National
Central Council shall execute the dissolution amallsatisfy all just debts. Tl
International Center of the Legion of Little Souhévremont, Belgium, shall
become the beneficiary of all remaining assetsliafilities that they may
dispose of in consultation with the National Ceh@auncil.

Chapter Eight: Regional Representatives

53. Amendments to these National Statutes requirejarity of twothirds of thi
vote by the National Central Council to be passethe National Gener
Assembly shall be notified of the proposed amendraeteast thirty days pri
to voting on the amendment. &National Central Council shall weigh any ir
they receive from the General Assembly when degidim the amendment. T
revised bylaws must be approved by competent ecclesiastigtiogty ant
accepted by the International Central Council i@bemont.

54. In this case, the diocesan moderators within anginggion elect a regior
representative for a term of one year. His ordiection may be renewable.
the regional representative is not a diocesan natolerthe National Centi
Council mustconfirm his or her election. The National Cent@duncil sha
determine what role the regional representativéisexércise in the governar
of the Legion.

Chapter Nine: Amending the Statutes

55. Amendments to these National Statutes requirejarity of twothirds of thi
vote by the N#onal Central Council to be passed. The NatioBahers
Assembly shall be notified of the proposed amendraeteast thirty days pri
to voting on the amendment. The National Centlr@il shall weigh any inp
they receive from the General Asseynbhen deciding on the amendment.
revised bylaws must be approved by competent ecclesiastigtiogty ant
accepted by the International Central Council i@bemont.

Definitions

The following definitions apply to this document:

Bishop: The leader of a diocese or archdiocese.

Chaplain: A priest who serves as a spiritual directorddrittle
Island of Holiness, a diocesan gpy or the U.S. Legion of Litt
Souls.

Code of Canon Law The Law of the Catholic Church tl
governs all ecclesiastical institutions.

Diocesan General Assembly The group, which is composec
the leaders of the Little Islands of Holiness withi Dio@se, the
is responsible for electing their diocesan moderato

Diocesan group A collection of one or more Little Islands
Holiness from the same diocese that have recehedpprovi
of the local bishop and the recognition of the UNationa
Cente (LLS, Inc.) as an organization of the Legion aftle
Souls.

Diocesan moderator The elected leader of a diocesan grot
the Legion of Little Souls.

Diocese A geographic territory as defined by the Catt
Church.

Effective member. A member of th Legion of Little Souls wt
has publicly made his or her Act of Offering to ttegion.

International Center: The international government of
Legion of Little Souls, which operates from theelmtatione
Headquarters in Chévremont, Belgium.

International Central Council: The administrative body
Belgium that is responsible for directing the Legiof Little
Souls throughout the world.

International General Assembly  The group, which
composed mainly of national presidents of the Legihat i
responsible for electing the members of the Intiéonal Centre
Council.

Leader: A little soul who is responsible for conductirige
meetings of a Little Island of Holiness.

Legion of Little Souls The organization founded in Belgium
Marguerite to dllow the Little Way of St. Therese and propa
the Message of God's Merciful Love throughout theld.



Legion of Little Souls, Inc. (LLS, Inc.). The legal title und:
lllinois State Law of the U.S. National Center b&tLegion c
Little Souls.

Little Island of Holiness: The smallest unit of the Legion
Little Souls. The local prayer group of little $®that meets
least once a month.

Magisterium: The teaching office of the Catholic Church
authentically communicates th&uth regarding Faith ai
morals.

Message of Merciful Love The collection of interic
conversations of Marguerite which are approvedhayBishoj
of Liége, Belgium and published as the primary nseal
spreading the message of the Legion of Little Souls

National Central Council: The administrative body, equival
to the board of directors of Legion of Little Squlsc., that i
responsible for directing the Legion of Little Seih the Unite
States.

National General Assembly The group, which is minly
composed of diocesan moderators throughout thestrgtate:
that is responsible for electing the members of Nationa
Central Council.

Ordinary : Anyone who is a bishop or is equivalent to
bishop according to Canon Law.

Regional representative A person elected on behalf of sev
diocesan moderators to represent their region ef Whitec
States.

Spiritual counselor. A deacon or member of a religious ol
or institute who serves as a spiritual directorddiittle Island ¢
Holiness.

Sympathetic member A member of the Legion of Little So
who has not made his or her Act of Offering buteréweles
supports the work of the Legion.

U.S. Legion The Legion of Little Souls throughout the Un
States.

U.S. National Center The natioal government of the U.
Legion, which operates from the national headqusirteThis
includes the national president, the National Gdr@ouncil an
the National General Assembly, each operating ieir
appropriate capacity. The U.S. National Ceigeecognized t
lllinois State Law as the Legion of Little Soulacl

Chapter Five: The Chaplains and Spiritual Counselos

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

The Legion of Little Souls herself freely chooses lshaplains froi
among her member-priests; in accordance with c82drg82, the latte
however, needs the confirmation of the local Ordina

The National General Assembly chooses the natichaplain. Hi
election must be confirmed by his Ordinary and aped by th
International Central Council. The Diocesan Geh&saembly choos:
the diocesan chaplains. Their elections must Indirooed by thei
Ordinary and approved by the National Central Cdunc

If there is no chaplain for a Little Island of Hofiss, a deacon or a I
or female member of an institute of consecratesl difof a society ¢
apostolic life can be called upon to act as sptitcounselor, aft
having obtained the agreement of his or her OrginaiSuperior.

All the chaplains and spiritual counselors are nmated for a
undetermined period.

The role of chapla or of spiritual counselor ceases by resigna
transfer, removal or privation under canons 18¥9® and according
the by-laws.

Chapter Six: Arrangements concerning assets

47.

48.

49.

The assets possessed by the Legion of Little Sbuts,(U.S. Nationz
Center) are administered by the Nationah@a& Council according
the laws governing a non-profit organization in 8tate of lllinois.

The assets are made up of the subscriptions of eranalnd all of tho:
assets not forbidden by lllinois State Law for a+poofit organizatior
The possessn of these assets must be in conformity withaime of the
Legion.

The National Central Council must annually rendecoant of it
finances to the Bishop of Peoria and to the NatiGeneral Assemb
of the Legion. The diocesan group will render actaf its finances
the local bishop.



37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

(1) to have a great respect for the Euche

(2) to make a daily offering for the Pope and thmle Church;

(3) to live a life of detachment and love for one&ghbor;

(4) to pray daily if possible in accordance witleithown state of life;
(5) torecite the rosary daily;

(6) to participate regularly in the meetings of 'sneittle Island o
Holiness, apart from legitimate reasons such as diance c
sickness.

In accordance with canon 308, no effective membire dismissed fror
the Legion except for a just cause in accord withriorm of law and the by
laws.

As a just reason for dismissal, should be wtded:
(1) apostasy, heresy or schism;
(2) declared or imposed excommunication;

(3) grave, obstinate and notorious negligence of thbgations o
effective members;

(4) an attitude that gravely compromises the aatioqi;
(5) notorious participation in the activities o$ect.

81 Before an effective member is dismissed from thgaoization th
reason for dismissal shall be established and tidemce shall t
assembled. The effective member shall be warneditmg and allowed t
present a defense. If the effective member in tipregloes not amel
himself or herself, a second warning shall be sé¢hthe problem persist
the dismissal will take place, although the rightexourse to the bishop
Liege or the local Bishop remains intact.

82 It falls to the leader of the Little Island of Ho#iss to proceed in tl
way, assisted by two other effective members ated Afving informed tt
direct superior of the association of the procegslin

The sympétetic members of the Legion are the people wholevho!
fulfilling the conditions of article 35, §81-4 di¢ bylaws, show nonethele
an interest in the Legion or in the Message angaying a subscription.

In accordance with canon 307 §3, membersligfious institutes can enr
in the Legion in accord with their own law with thteensent of the
Superior.

LEGION OF LITTLE SOULS, INC.

Chapter One: Identity and Aims

1. The “Legion of Little Souls of the Merciful Heartf desus,
hereafter called “the Legion,” is a gpilal movement whose orig
rests on the charism of its foundress, Margueritep, under th
impulse of mystical graces received from the Latdyrified its ain
and its means through the “Message of Merciful Lowe.ittle
Souls,” hereafter called “the Message.”

2. In communion with the Pope and the College of Bishathi
Legion shares in the concern of the whole Cath@lwrch, ti
revive in each of the baptized a vivid awarenessisfcall tc
holiness in virtue of the baptismal vocation itself manfests it
specific charism in announcing the Merciful Lovetbé Heart ¢
Jesus.

3. The spirituality of the Legion is evangelical. Thegion is
grounded in the spiritual childhood of St. Therekkisieux and il
the Message of Merciful Love to Little Seul It is centered on t
love of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The Legion seekiewe Him ani
to make Him loved through the intercession of theriGus Virgin
Mary. In expressing its total fidelity to the Clby it seeks to ma
accepted and loved the tbamgs and the decisions of -
Magisterium, as a concrete act of love for the Land as a reme
for the crisis of faith existing in the world today

4. The method of sanctification is prayer and apostatition. Prayt
is nourished through Sacred Scriguneditated upon with the h
of the Message of Merciful Love. This prayer i€@opanied k
the recitation of the rosary. This aims at arogsgualities ¢
confidence and humility. This prayer of abandonménds
however its guarantee of authertyicin the practice of chari
towards one’s neighbor with a particular attenttonthose mo
poor spiritually and materially. Its specific apmi action is th
diffusion of the “Message of Merciful Love to LitISouls” in al
those countries of thevorld in which it is established in as mi
languages as possible. Thus, the Legion playgats in thi
mission of evangelization.

5. The Legion is made up of groups of Little Soulsllech Little
Islands of Holiness, the members of which comettmgeat least



10.

once a month. These groups are an aid to samagiific ani
they contribute to evangelization according to thethod c
the movement.

The Legbn is an association with a universal vocation.e
International Center is established in Chévrem@&@mgium
with the approval of the Bishop of Liége (given /9% anc
with the personally signed apostolic blessing gid”dohn Pa
Il (given 5/1/91). The establishment of the movement in
diocese requires the written consent of the digtdsahoj
concerned, in conformity with canons 322 82 and Bilthe
Code of Canon Law.

The National Center of the Legion in the Unitedt&tgLegiol
of Little Souk, Inc.) is established with the purpose
propagating the Message within the United Statdsdinecting
the efforts of the Legion on the diocesan levetsd¢m. Thi:
shall be done through whatever means the Natiorglte
deems appropriate, includinthe regular publication of
newsletter.

The Little Islands of Holiness of the same diocemestitute
diocesan group with the approval of the local bshod th
recognition of the U.S. National Center (LLS, Inc.)The
diocesan groups throughout thmited States constitute 1
U.S. Legion.

When a Little Island of Holiness does not belong att
approved diocesan group, the Little Island of Hedim sha
associate with another approved diocesan grouts athioice
Similarly, an effective member wwhdoes not belong to a Lit
Island of Holiness because of distance or otheitihegte
circumstance shall associate with another approvitite
Island of Holiness of his or her choice.

The present by-laws received their written apak by the
International Central Council of the Legion on J@% 2001
These byaws were also submitted to the Bishop of Peoria
has the canonical right of vigilance for the a¢tdg of the
Legion within the Diocese of Peoria in conformitigtwcanon:
299 83 and 322 82 in the Code of Canon Law. Thgdreof
Little Souls is a Private Lay Association of thatRul of the
Catholic Church according to Canon Law.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

(2) to dal with other matters sanctioned by their ¢
interiorly ordered regulation, previously approved the
National Central Council; this regulation in padiiar can
deal with the diocesan organization of the Legion;

(3) to elect the moderator of a diocesan groupseho
office shall be held for a determined period ofdimnd
shall be renewable. The diocesan chaplain maybaot
elected as moderator.

The National Central Council shall approve the tosaof diocesa
groups of the Legion and their statutes oddws. The moderator
each respective diocesan group must be an effentember of th
Legion and must be approved by the National Ce@caincil.

The diocesan moderator is by right a voting lmemof the National
General Assembly. If the moderator is legitimafaigvented from
attending the General Assembly, he can send aatelegho may be tl
diocesan chaplain.

The members of the Legion of Little Souls are digtiished as effecti
members or sympathetic members.

To be an effective membef the Legion, it is necessary to fulfill 1
following conditions:

(1) to have been baptized in the Catholic Church ohawee bee
received into it;

(2) to be confirmed, or if not, to manifest the intentiof preparin
oneself to receive Confirmation;

(3) to be a member of a Little Island of Holiness, a@ndatten:
meetings regularly unless there are legitimateargzaso prevel
this;

(4) after sharing in the life of a Little Island of Huokss for a year,
make the Act of Offering of the Legion indtgroup and in tt
presence of the chaplain or his delegate;

(5) To pay the required subscription, this being a oetec sig
showing support for the action and radiation ofltegion.

In addition to the inherent obligations of thieaptismal vocationas
stated in canons 208 to 223, and any duties of gaeticular canonic
condition, the effective members of the Legion Hreeommit
themselves to the following obligations:



26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

81 The International Central Council requires at I¢hste dioceses
a particular country to have approved and recoghiliecesan igpups o
the Legion in order for a national group to be padily formed ir
conformity with the established regulations of tiegion.

82 If at any time there are less than three dioces#sd United Stat:
with approved and recognized diocesan grafgbe Legion, and the
the National Center shall operate in an extraorgimaanner with th
approval of the International Center in Chévremolt.this case, tt
national president shall have the authority to d$iijmmny rules o
governance contained in Chapter three of théatg, which are n
practical given the size of the membership of th&.Wegion (LLS
Inc.). The national president shall act in keepiitlp any instruction
received from the International Center in this reiga

International Central Council

The International Central Council sets the genditaction of the lifi
and apostolate of the Legion as well as that caricgrthe spiritue
formation of the members of the association.

The International Central Council assures ththemticity of thi
translations of the “Message” and supervises thighing rights. Th
National Central Council takes responsibility foinping the “Message
in the United States under the direction of thesdmational Centr:
Council.

The Internatinal Central Council has the authority to approve
creation of new Little Islands of Holiness and @anfthe designation
their leaders. The National Central Council haised this authori
from the International Central Council for the léttslands of Holines
in the United States and may delegate this authtrithe leaders of tl
diocesan groups.

Diocesan Groups

The General Assembly of a diocesan group is madsf the leaders
the Little Islands of Holiness throughout the dsmeThe latter have tt
right to vote, which they may do by proxy.

The General Assembly of a diocesan group igpetent:

(1) to discuss and adapt the directives of theidreg
International and National Central Council to local
circumstances;

Chapter Two: Central Headquarters

11. The Legion of Little Souls of the Merciful Heart desus has

international headquarters at Chévremont in theedi® of Liég:
Belgium. The Legion has its International Ganin Chevremon
which serves as a meeting place, a place of foomatnd the locatic
of their central government of the association.

12. The U.S. National Center of the Legion of LittleuBo(LLS, Inc.) ha

its national headquarters in the Diocese of Petmia) which it
operates the national government of the association

Chapter Three: Government

13. The Legion of Little Souls is subject to the vigite of the Ordinal

of any diocese in which the movement has receives writter
consent of the diocesan bishop concerned.

14. In virtue of this right of vigilance, it pertains to thedary of thi

competent place, in conformity with canon 305 ®lesure that ti
integrity of the Faith and of morals is preservad o make sure tr
abuses do not slip through in ecclesiasticaliglise. He must als
watch carefully, in line with canon 323 82, to emesthat the Legion
exercise of its apostolate is ordered toward timencon good.

National General Assemi

15. The National General Assembly of the U.S. Legiomé&de up of or

elected moderator from each diocesan group, ttoepted membe
appointed by the other members of the General Aslygior a thre
year term and the founding national president whdoy right
perpetual member, ex officio. A voting member wbennot b
present at a National General Assembly may sendxyp

16. A meeting of the National General Assembly is carted by th

national president (who is not automatically a wgtmember of th
body ex officio), or by another member of the Na&ib Centre
Council appointed by the natial president. The National Gent
Assembly is legitimately constituted at a regularextraordinar
meeting in the presence of the national presidenhis or he
representative and may deliberate and vote no matiey man
members are present.




17.

18.

19.

The National General Assembly is compel

(1) to discuss both matters referred by the NationaitiGi
Council and directives of the International Cen@alinci
andto advise the National Central Council in theggards

(2) to deal with other matters sanctioned by théalws of the
U.S. National Center (LLS, Inc.) These matter:
particular can deal with the diocesan or nati
organization of the Legion;

(3) to determine, in conformity with the tgws, the numb
of members who shall serve on the National Ce
Council, between five and twelve, and to electrihona
president and other Central Council members, w
period of office shall last for three years (renbley

(4) to remove any member of the National Central Cd
from office in conformity with article 22 of the bHgws;

(5) to recommend an annual subscription fee for memto
the National Central Council. The National Cer
Council sh#l consult with the National General Assen
in regards to any subscription.

National Central Council

The U.S. Legion (LLS, Inc.) is directed by a NatbrCentra
Council composed of the national president, thenat chaplail
(who is a non-voting, dvisory member ex officio), the presid
emeritus (the national president who served inptie@ious terr
and who is also a member ex officio) and at lehsta but n
more than nine other members. The president arat @entre
Council members are eled by the National General Assen
by a simple majority of the vote at a regular nregfor a term ¢
three years and are eligible for reelection. Theerhatione
Central Council must confirm the election of thegident.

Only effective members are eligible to be eédb the National
Central Council. Furthermore, the national prasiaeust have
been a diocesan moderator or leader of a Littent$lof Holines
for three years. A member of the National Cen@ralincil
cannot also be a modevabf a Diocesan group. In the event
a diocesan moderator is elected to the Nationatr&e@ouncil,
he or she shall resign his or her diocesan offitieinvsix month
of joining the National Central Council.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

The national president is a membf the International Genel
Assembly of the Legion. The national presidentrespnts k
full right his or her group at the Internationalr@eal Assembl
of the Legion. If he or she is legitimately pretesh fromr
attending, he or she can send a deletietee. The latter can
the national chaplain.

In the event that a national president is not otetbas presidel
then he or she shall serve ex officio as presidergritus for on
and only one term of three years to assist thepregident.

Any member of the National Central Council may be rem
from office at any meeting of the National Genekasembly b
a majority of twothirds of the total membership of the Natic
General Assembly. As the national president idiooed by the
Internatbnal Central Council, the national president matybe
removed from office without the consent of the inttiona
Central Council. Members of the National Generakémbl
who are not present may register their vote by toaihe nation:
chaplain orjn the case of the removal of the national chapha
the national vicesresident. An extraordinary meeting of
National General Assembly shall be convened if @ggnt of th
National General Assembly petitions for such a inget The
National Gaeral Assembly shall be given thirty days nc
before convening an extraordinary meeting of theiddal
General Assembly.

The National Central Council can only validly deliate in th
presence of half its members plus one. Decisioasreade by
simple majority of votes. The president may have uetes it
the case of an equality of votes in all vote takimithin the
Central Council. A member of the Central Coundilomwill be
absent may send a member of the General Assemplypzag.

The Nawnal Central Council elects from among its memia
vicepresident, secretary and treasurer. The secredac
treasurer may be the same person. The nationplathanay nc
be the president. The president emeritus may sasveice
president, secretary or treasurer.

The National General Assembly shall convene if itsseven
year and at least every three years. If the Nati@denerz
Assembly meets only every third year, the electemibrers ¢
the National Central Council shall be elected &t time of the
Assembly.



Légion of Little Souls

CENTER
Rue de Chévremont, 9 B 4051 Vaux-Sous-Chévremont
His Excellency John J. Meyers
Bishop of Peotia
807 NE Madison Aven.

PEGRIA, i, 61603
USA

5659 Chévremont, June 25,2001.

Your Exceliency:

We are glad to convey to your Exceliency the International Center's approval of the
National Statutes of the Legion of Little Souls in the United States.

We thank you for having given your approval of the establishment of the U.S.
National Center in Moline, fllinois, so that the Legion of Little Souls could be officially
present in your country, wark there in total faithfulness to the Church and play its
part in the mission of evangelization.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The international President The Foundress The Internationai Chaplain

i S e

Gerard De Winter Marguerite Fr. Yves-Marie Legrain.




